ELIZABETHAN  SECULAR  PROSE

LITERARY CRITICISM

Literary criticism was a new "kind" of writing intro-
duced into England from Italy in the Elizabethan period, and
remained something rather exotic till the days of Dryden.
There are interesting critical passages in such humanist edu-
cational works as Roger As cham's The Scholemaster (1570) (see
p. 151)5 but the first real critical essays (except Gascoigne's
technical "Certayne notes . .. concerning the making of verse
or ryme in English" see p. 176) seem to have been called
forth by the attack on poetry and drama by the Puritan,
Stephen Gosson in The Schoole of Abuse (1579) (rptd, by E.
Arber in the English Reprints). The first reply to Gosson was
Thomas Lodge's rather awkwardly written A Defence of
Poetry (1579), which nevertheless is notable as the first
attempt to state in English some of the arguments in favour
of poetry, which were the commonplaces of Italian criticism.
Sir P, Sidney's far abler Apologie for Poetrie, probably written
soon after Lodge's Defence, but not pub. till 1595, is of the
greatest significance because it placed before the English
reader for the first time in a really attractive literary form
nearly all the chief doctrines of the great Italian critics stich
as Fracastoro, Minturno, Gastelvetro and Trissino. For early
edd. of Sidney's Apologie see p. 207. There are modern edd.
by Arber in the English Reprints., by Shuckburgh with valu-
able commentary (C.U.P.), and a facs. ed. in the Noel
Douglas Replicas. A useful ed. by H: A. Needham in
Ginn's Select English Classics includes also Shelley's An Apology
for Poetry. The Apologie is rptd. with a valuable commentary
in Gregory Smith's Elizabethan Critical Essays.

Apart from the controversy with the Puritans most
Elizabethan criticism deals with technical questions and
much of it is concerned with the controversies concerning
rime and the use of classical metres. The correspondence
between Spenser and Gabriel Harvey (? 1550-1631), pub-
lished in Three Proper and Wittie familiar Letters .. . Touching
the earthquake in April last and our English refourmed Versifying,
and Two other very commendable Letters of the same metis writings
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